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1.AREA
Design brief

•	 Grand Brilliant shpk intends to 
build a aparthotel project in  
Golem, Kavaje.

•	 The project will be commercial on 
the Plynth Floor.

•	  The plot size is ca 12.149 square 
meters.

•	 The project aims to have a 
42.000 square meters of 
construction surface.

•	 The current height of the building 
will be 13 floors.
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Set against the rhythmic tide of the Adriatic, in the coastal village of 
Golem, Albania, Seastra is a collection of four sculptural aparthotel 

buildings  shaped by the quiet power of nature. Inspired by the 
ancient rocks that line the shore—weathered forms carved by 

sea and time—this project reimagines the built environment as a 
seamless extension of the land itself. 

 
Rather than rising above nature, Seastra grows from it. The buildings 

emerge like monoliths softened by the elements, their forms 
echoing coastal stone—fractured, smooth, organic. Guided by the 

principles of biophilic architecture, the design prioritizes the natural 
over the artificial: openings for daylight, shaded terraces for sea 

breezes, native materials, and verdant green systems that breathe 
with the seasons. 

 
Inside, the apartments are calm and contemplative. Every unit is 
designed to foster connection—with the ocean, with light, with 

silence. Textures mimic the tactile qualities of stone and sand. Water 
and rock—fluid and still—become the dual metaphors for refuge and 

movement. 
 

Seastra is not simply a place to stay. It is a sensory retreat, a living 
landscape where the architecture listens to its surroundings. Here, 

the boundary between building and nature dissolves, and every 
corner tells a story shaped by salt, air, and time.
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Urban density
Design implementation

Design efficiency
Dwelling quality

Process efficiency

Scope

2.CONCEPT
Scope - Solution

Volumetric Integration
Parametric approach
Layout optimisation
Biophilic approach
Stakeholders involvement

Solution
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Plots area	 12.149 m2 Built area	 43.092 m2

Built area	 42.333 m2
.

Built area	 42.000 m2

Built area	 54.000 m2 Built area	 54.000 m2

2.CONCEPT
Approach

1. PLOT AREA 3. RESESSION TOWARDS SOUTH

4. CUT CORNERS

2. EXTRUSION

5. FACADE MODULES 6. BIOPHILIC APPROACH

27  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 29  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 31  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 33  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 35  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 37  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 39  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 41  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 43  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 45  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 47  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 49  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 51  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 53  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 55  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal 57  GG-loop | Seastra | Kavajë



2.CONCEPT
Proposal

Reference A
Light brown stone wall

Reference C
Facade Vegetation

Reference B
Red stone floors and ceilings
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“We aim to generate a healthy, emotional 
and productive habitat for rest, work and 
living at 360° with Nature.”

Giacomo Garziano
Founder of GG-loop 

Giacomo Garziano|Photo: Jan Willem Kaldenbach | 2022

GG-loop
Established in 2014, GG-loop believes 

that design is not simply about 
creating functional objects and 

spaces. Instead, design should tell 
a story, taking its user on a journey. 

GG-loop tackles design challenges 
with this in mind, articulating a 

biophilic vision for projects that is 
at once future-forward, organic, 

regenerative and refined. 
With studio in Amsterdam and Milan, 

design outcomes are embedded 
in a recurrent back story with an 

emphasis on objects and spaces that 
envelop the user. 

GG-loop also harnesses the history 
and craftsmanship within a country 

yet offers a global perspective in 
terms of forms and trends. 

The ‘loop’ to which the studio’s 
name refers comes from the studio’s 

iterative process of inquiry into 
a project or brief, to explore an 

underlying design idea.
GG-loop’s realised projects include 
Freebooter (2019) and The Seed of 

Time (2015). The studio won several 
awards such as the Frame Award 

(NL), the WAF Award (UK), and the 
Best of Year 2019 Award (NY).

GG-loop was founded by Giacomo 
Garziano, a graduate of Facolta’ di 

Architettura di Firenze (2008). 
His eclectic approach creates multi-

sensory experiences, his objects 
becoming an organic extension of the 

user, lifting the boundaries between 
the human and its surroundings.

Freebooter | Amsterdam | GG-loop | Photo: Michael Sieber | 2019
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